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About Dyslexia Association of
Singapore (DAS)

DAS is a non-profit organisation
established to help dyslexic people
achieve.
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Senior Educational
Therapists

A combined total of 14
years of teaching
experience with learners
who have Dyslexia

Members of the Curriculum
Team who develop
curriculum for literacy and
higher-order skills such as
Comprehension and
Writing..
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Dyslexia — Defined oss, 2015)

What it is:

What it isn’t

Dyslexia is a type of specific learning
difficulty.

Primary difficulties:

Word reading and spelling.

It has nothing to do with the person’s
intelligence.

Characteristic feature of dyslexia:
Verbal memory

Co-occurring difficulty:
Delayed/Impaired Language
development

Having Dyslexia does not mean that
your child’s ability to learn is below
average.

Might love to learn and be motivated

Unmotivated

It often occurs alongside other specific
learning differences, such as Dyspraxia
or Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)
cannot be cured but Dyslexia can be
overcome with successful specialist

It can be cured and it is a disease.




Dyslexia and Writing

* Both children and adults with Dyslexia showed
significant difficulties in writing when assessed
(Berninger et. al, 2001).

* Berninger’s (2006) research reported that the
participants with Dyslexia often overcame their
reading problems but faced significant problems in
spelling and written composition.
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Dyslexia and Writing

 Summer, Connelly and Barnett (2016) described that
the narrative writing of children with Dyslexia were
significantly lower than peers of the same age in the
following areas:

- Ideas and development
- Coherence

- Vocabulary

- Sentence structure

- Grammar

- Punctuation
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Purpose of Research

* To conduct a year-long case study to explore
whether the use of structured writing
instruction and student-friendly writing
checklist could lead to an improvement in

narrative writing skills of learners with
Dyslexia.
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Research Questions and Hypothesis

How does explicit feedback in the form of a writing
checklist:

1) improve narrative writing skills in learners with
Dyslexia?

2) increase motivation towards writing learners
with Dyslexia?

Hypothesis:

The writing checklist will raise motivation and
improve writing skills in learners with Dyslexia.
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Research Aim

* To determine whether the use of explicit
instruction, in the form of a writing checklist,
will increase learners’ motivation and improve
their narrative writing skills.
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Research Methodology

* A Qualitative research: A case study

e 10 participants from 4 classes at the DAS
(comparison & experimental groups)

-> Participants were identified based on
convenience sampling. Researchers are also the
teachers conducting the writing intervention.

-> Each class was randomly assigned to be either
the comparison or experimental group.
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Participants

Comparison group Experimental Group

6 learners 4 |learners

e Each class: Learners from Grades 4-6 (10-12 years
old)

* Each participant has been assessed to have
Dyslexia

* Participants are learners who are weak in both
— functional literacy skills (Reading, Spelling), and

— advanced literacy skills (Writing and Reading
Comprehension).
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Participants

e Participants attend mainstream primary schools
and MOE-Aided DAS Literacy programme at the
DAS.

* At DAS: As learners with Dyslexia, the participants
need structured, sequential and cumulative
instructions in order for them to follow and
retain the skills/concepts taught. Thus, over-
learning and reinforcement are central to aid
their learning.
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Research Methodology

A pre-test and motivation survey was conducted before
the start of the intervention.

Intervention: Both groups experienced the
structured writing instruction with feedback given by
their teachers on their writing.

Participants in the experimental group were given a
student-friendly checklist during the editing phase as
a tool to provide feedback on their writing.

Participants in the comparison group were given
verbal feedback on their writing.
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Research Methodology

* A mini-post test and motivation survey were
conducted at the end of the intervention (Cycle 1).

* To achieve inter-rater reliability and avoid bias,
researchers do not mark their own learners’ writing
scripts.

* There will be 2 markers to mark each of the learners’
scripts to reduce the degree of discrepancy.

DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION
OF SINGAPORE




Writing Methodology

e Structured writing instruction follows the:
i) Process-Genre approach (Badger & White, 2000).

i) An adaptation of the 6+1 Trait Writing ®(Northwest
Regional Educational Laboratory, 2004).

e Structured feedback in the form of a student-friendly
checklist is given to learners in the experimental group.

 There are 4 cycles for this study for a year.

* Each cycle consists of the writing stages to write a
narrative composition.
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Stages of writing
A

Pre - Writing
(Discussion, | Deconstruction

Brainstorming) \

Joint

\Construction

(Badger & White, 2000)
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Cycle 1

1) Pre-test and motivation survey 1

2) Feedback is given to participants for their
pre-test.

3) Intervention for both groups
4) Mini-post test 1 and motivation survey 2

5) Feedback given to participants for their mini-
post test 1.
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Motivation Survey on Writing

* An adaptation from Elbow & Belanoff’s (1989) “A
community of writers: A workshop course in writing”

and a student attitude writing survey
(http://www.region15.org/filestorage/158/2563/5086/attitude_survey-

portrait.pdf).

* Components in the motivation survey includes:

- Attitude towards writing (3-point likert scale)
- Writing process (5-point likert scale)

- Short answered questions on learners’ writing topic
interests, writing experience in school and their
confidence in their writing skills.
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Samples of research

1. Motivation Survey
» Attitudes towards writing

h-lul:iv ation Survey 2 on Writing

{Adzpted from 4 Community af Writers by Peter Elbow and Pat Belappffand Student Writing Attitude Survey-
bttp:/www seglon] 5 orgfilestorzse’158/2563/ 5084 attitude_survey-portrzit pdf)

Name: Date:
Level: Gender: Male / Female
Dearstudent,

This survey is tolet vourteacherknowhowyou feeltowards wnting. Please answer as
honestly asyou can There are no nght or wrong answers.

Ifyou do notunderstand any of the questions asked ask vourteacher forhelp. Youshould
take about 10 min to finish the survey. Thank vou

Directions: There are three parts to this survey. Eead each question carefiully and answer all
questions.

Attitude towards wnting (General) Circle your answers
/f

1.; N
'© 16 @
| |
I\\ s | | Na |

Y
Ja’| Sometimes

2. Writing Process (ratingscale) Tick in the given boxes
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materials used

Section A: ATTITUDE TOWARDS WRITING
Circle your answers.

Hereis an example:

/ \
Ilike to write using @ ( @ | .
a pencil than a pen. Yes \ / III

—
1. Tlike to show my
writing through @ @
drawings.
2. Drawing pictures
help me getideas for @ @ .
my witing
3. Tenjoy wnting
compositions. @ @ .
4. Writing is hard. (: :) : l
Yes ~ -

=]

6.Ienj0y-‘.vritingi.n — —




Samples of research materials used
» Writing Process

3.0n atopic that I do not knowmuch about{could be an assignment or examination topic),

For each question, ick i one of the boes. Tam ableto come up with the vocabulary words to use fairly quickly and independertly?

5=All thetime | 4=Most ofthe | 3=sometimes | 2=rarely l=never 3=All the 4=Most ofthe | 3=sometimes | 2=rarely l1=never
time time time

Hereis anexample:

6. On any giventopic, Ineed my teacherto brainstormideas together with me before [ can
1.0n atopicthat I donot knowrmuch about, I needmy teacher's help. wite.
5=Allthe | 4=Mostofths | 3=sometimes | 2=rarely | l=never j=All the 4=Most ofthe | 3=sometimes | 2=rarely l=never
tirne titne ,\.I' time time
Let's begin!

7.1amable to organise myideaslogically and n the night sequence mdependertly.

2.1f1lke orknowthe witing topic, I am able to come up withideas fast and ndependently-
not be stuck?

j=All the 4=Most ofthe | 3=sometimes | 2=rarely l=never
time time

5=All the 4=Most ofthe | 3=sometimes | I=rarely l=never
time time

8. Tamable to orgarise my ideas and thoughts logically and in the right sequence using a
WIting organiser (e.g. story mountain).

#

5=All the | 4=Most ofthe ‘ 3= zometimes | I=rarely 1=never |
P e I | - -

[ 3.IfTlike orknowthe writing topic. I am able to come up with the vocabulary wordstouze |
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Motivation Survey 1 and 2

* Differs only for the short answered questions to
assess participants’ motivation.
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Samples of research materials used
» Short Answer Questions (Open-Ended)

Motivation Survey 1 Motivation Survey 2
1. How do you feel whenever you are asked to write? 1. How do vou feel whenever vou are asked to write now?
2. What topics do you like to write about? (E.g. Sports. Food, Holiday, Games etc) 2. What topics do you like to write about now? (E.g. Sports, Food, Holiday, Games etc)

3 How d dhers in schol teach viting? 3. Are vou more confident now that writing is taught to you in a step by step way’
.How do your teachers in school teach writing

Thank You!

4 Would you have more confidenceif writing is taught to vou in a clear, step-by-step
manner?
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Data Analysis for Cycle 1

* Pre-test & Mini post-test 1
* Motivation survey 1 and 2

e Participants’ writing scripts were marked
based on the adapted writing rubric.
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Assessing learners’ writing

* A narrative writing rubric was adapted based on the
6+1 Trait Writing ® Rubric (Northwest Regional
Educational Laboratory, 2004).

* The rubric was developed for learners

i) whose predominant difficulties are reading, spelling
and phonological awareness

ii) are beginner writers

 The writing rubric was used to assess participants’
writing.
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Samples of research materials used

2) Writing Rubrics

Rubrics for Narrative Writing

> .
. - >
Criteria 4 3 2 1 fo]
= Ssetting. characters and time are clearly stated = setting, characters and time are clearly Has two of the following: setting, = Only has one of the following: setting, = Absence of setting, characters. and
* Allideas are relevant to the story stated characters, time characters, time time.
- 1 evidence of HLl is seen and expanded e 75% of the ideas are relevant to the 50% of the ideas are relevant to the = 25% of the Ideas are relevant to the « Ideas are not relevant to the story
Introduction sufficiently story story story « Absence of HLI
= Reader's attention is effectively captured e 1 evidence of HLUlis seen but not Absence of HLI * Absence of HLI
sufficiently expanded
=+ Allideas are relevant to the story = Characters and setting/s are well Characters and setting/s are = Development of characters and = Ideas are not relevant to the story
« Characters and setting/s are well expanded expanded appropriate but not well expanded setting is minimal and simplistic = Absence of the development of
. The presence of a problem Is evidently seen and * 75% of the ideas are relevant to the 50% of the ideas are relevant to the = 25% of the Ideas are relevant to the characters and setting.
Problem well-developed story story story = Absence of a problem
= The presence of a problem is evidently An attempt fo include a problem = Absence of a problem.
Ideas seen but not well-developed
* Allideas are relevant to the story = Problem is resclved but not well- An attempt to resalve the problem = Absence of a solution = Ideas are not relevant to the story
- Problem is resolved and well-developed developed 50% of the ideas are relevant to the = Conclusion is rather abrupt * Absence of a solution and conclusion
* Conclusion provides a feeling of satisfied closure e 75% of the ideas are relevant to the story e 25% of the |deas are relevant to the
Conclusion story Conclusion is rather abrupt story
« Conclusion provides a feeling of
satisfied closure
« The structure showcases the main idea « Structure is easy, clearly present and structure is clearly present in a « Ideas are written logically, but not « Structure not evident or in random
= Ideas are placed logically and sequentially. complete in a predictable manner predictable manner sequentially order
« Transitions are smooth and varied « Transitions are varied Transitions are simple and repetitive « Transitions are simple and scarce * Writing show attempt to order and
« Aninviting lead and a developed ending are + Ideas are placed logically and (*and’ and ‘then’). (*and’ and ‘then'). sequence.
Organization present o ) sequentially. ‘ A beginning. middle, and predictable | = A bare beginning and middle are « Absence of fransitions and
+ Format assists reader's orentation « An inviting lead and concluding ending are present present = no end. sequencing.
sentence are present Format is accurate + Formatis generally accurate + A beginning is attempted - but no
+ Format is accurate middle or end.
« Formatfing is emerging (left-right
orientation. text placement, spacing)
« The character's feelings are well-conveyed + The character's feelings are well- Feeling(s) are present in the writing * A general feeling are expressed in a « Mo feeling is captured in words and/or
* Usage of words/phrases makes the story original conveyed with words/punctuation few words/punctuation pictures
Voice « Engages the audience +« Engages the audience Attempts to engage the audience « Attempts to engage the audience + No awareness of the audience
» Word selection is effective in creating an image in | « Word selection is appropriate in creating Word selection is ordinary in creating « Written words/phrases convey topic = Written words are at the emergent
the reader's mind through skilful usage of words a clear image in the reader's mind an image in the reader's mind. with some help from pictures stage
» Uses accurate verbs, precise nouns, appropriate * Uses appropriate verbs, nouns, Uses simple verbs, nouns, adjectives « Uses simple verbs, nouns, adjectives =« Words are difficult to decode
Word Choice adjectives and phrases adjectives and phrases and phrases and phrases » Used simple verbs, nouns, adjectives
May repeat use of common words / « May repeat use of common words / and phrases which not all are relevant
phrases. phrases. » Repeats common words /phrases.
= 95% of sentences are complete = 75% of sentences are complete 50% sentences are complete * 25% sentences are complete = Sentences are incomplete or
= Sentence types show variation » Sentence types show variation sentence types show minimal « Sentences are simple and in inc
Sentence . p yin plexity is + Some ability in sentence complexity is variation structure
demonstrated demonstrated Sentences are simple = Connective transitions like *and’ and
Fluency » Connectives are varied and helps the = Connectives are varied Some variation of connectives ‘then’ are present and repetitive.
development of the story
= 95% accuracy in the use of punctuation = 75% accuracy in the use of punctuation 50% accuracy in the use of = 25% accuracy in the use of - 10% accuracy in the use of
s 95% accuracy in the use of capital letters s 75% accuracy in the use of capital punctuation punctuation punctuation
= Clear paragraphing letters 50% accuracy in the use of capital = 25% accuracy in the use of capital - 10% accuracy in the use of capital
*  95% accuracy in tenses « Clear paragraphing letters letters letters
Conventions « 95% grade level words spelt « 75% accuracy in tenses Some altempt at paragraphing but Minimal or no attempt at paragraphing | « No attempt at paragraphing
=+ Consistent indentation = 75% grade level words spelt lacks coherence and lacks coherence - 10% accuracy in tenses
=  First line indented 50% accuracy in tenses = 25% accuracy in tenses - 10% grade level words spelt corectly.
50% grade level words spelt mostly « 25% grade level words spelt carectly. « Phonetic spelling
coractly » Phonetic speling decodable
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3) Lesson Plans (Cycle 1)

Whiting Lesson Plans - To tick components: carried out.

Samples of research materials used

Wk S ind=pendant - Stary To write gut their first draft Absentees:
warTting {mini mountain from | bkased on story planned
post test 1) Wesk3 -= Recall tenses, punctuation
- Wiriting sheet | and paragraphing {Cantral -
- Student- remind orally. Experimental
frizndly group: use checklist to check
checkhst writing]
{=xperimental)
10/ Wk5 | Administer - 5ureay sheat | Administ=r motivation sureey 2 | Absentees:

mitreation
sureey 2

{20minz])

For any changes in l2sson plans due to factors such as studenmts’teachers absence.

Lesson

fWeek
affected

Date to
conduct
lesson

Resources

Lesson cbjectives &
Activities

Motes

Lesson Lesson Resources Activities Motes
fWeek | Objectives
1 Wkl |- - - -
2 Wk 1 - Administer - CBA test kit Administer pre-test | 30mins] Absantess:
Pre-test
3k Z | -Students to - Student’s 1} Students to fill up consent To pass lett=r and
complste consent form form consent forms to
Stude=nt's - Survey sheest 2] Administer motivation students.
consant form sureey 1 {20mins)
- Administar Absente=c:
Mlotieation
sureey 1
4.0k 2 Pre-writing - Picture Clasxs discussion on topic: At To collect consant
stagz stimulus {at the | the playground forms
playground]} == | - Introduce topic and
Exam Pap=r 2. wocabulary words Absentess:
P53
- Waord splach
5k S - ETe - Rub-rics Inform studants how they did Abcantess:
feadbackon {=xpe=rimantal] | for pre-testand what to ook
students - Student- out for to improwe their writing
warrting friendly {Cantral - oral feedback,
checklist Exp-zrimental - using rubrics
{experimental] | and checklist]
G50k S D=construction | - Samiple Introducs text structurs Abcantess:
written taxt {ta | -» Sequencing of sventsina
Ffind} Stary muntain
- Story -> Highlight impaortance of
muntain paragraphing. indentation
Tk 4 Deconstruction | - Student- Intreduce language features Absentzes:
friendly -» Highlight tenses, importance
checklist of punctuation {Control - orally.
{=xperimental] | Experimental - checklist]
4/ Wkd | loint- - Story Pllan writing topic: At the Absentess:
construction mountain playgrouwnd in a story mountain
-= [Recall wocabulary words and
speliing to usa in writing.
DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION
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Samples of research materials used
4a) Student-friendly Checklist (Experimental group)

CLiL &M = WITHng reseanch 2016 oniy or the purpose of DAS-MAF Curricuium Team s Witing research 2016 on

For Experimental Group
S 1 Do all my sentences start witha capitalTetterand endwith a 1Y
punctuation mark? s/
101 Does my writing haveinteresting action words?
My Checklist for Narrative Writing| V| ¥ writing g an
ey
Instructions: Answer each question by highlighting the smileyface 11| HaveTusedthe comecttenses [present Mpast)formy story® .
(o
Questionsto think about =
Special features Other remarks lcomments :
1 | Does my story startwith two-finger spacing? — Please provide at least one strength and one area of improvementfor this
A piece of work
J1 o,
Strength(s) - =4F {. | Area(s) of Improvement 5
2 [ Havelused paragraphs? . wir t ¥ -
T -
L) and
3 [ Does my story follow thestory mountain - introduction, problem, —
conclusion? )
4 [ Does my story indude™who' "what', 'when” “where™> R
-
& [ Does my story followihe wriing tifle™ .
iy
-
& [ Haveldescribed ihe events in theorder thatthey had m
happened? e/
T | Does my story include words linked to the title? N
O
o | Haveldescrnbedihe characters and their feelings™ T
!
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Samples of research materials used

4b) Feedback Form(Comparison group)

reseainch 2016 o

For Control Group

My Feedback for Harrative Wr‘itinq \/

Uther remarks !/ comments @
Please provide at least one strength and one area of improvement for this
piece of work
- _-H: e ,..:_ L=
Strength{s) e g Lo | Areal s) of Improvement L7
L .
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one sunday moming, Mum and Dod brought my sister and
o the plgyground near cur house. | was so excited o go out and

piay that | aimost forgot to wear my sports shoes.

once wereached there, |sikipped ahecd by myself and
pxied people wha were cycliing and skating. | was s¢ happy.
skippedsofost that | did not even know that |hed gone for oway
fromthe pigyground and lwas now kost. | was 50 5cored that
storted to ory. Just then, a nice ledy cycliststopped to ask me why
wias crying. | tokd her Iwas lost. She asked for Dod's Dangphans
number and calied him. 3he offered me aride to the playground

wiere Mum, Ded and my sister will wait for me.

When | saw my parents, | hugged them very fightly. Feeling
refieved, | began to play happily. | slid down the slides, wentup

and down the see-saw with Ty sister and even made sandoasties.

Samples of research materials used

5) Writing Exemplar (Deconstruction

itwas a fun gay, and

again.
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lt the playground

learnt never 1o walk ahead by myse f
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Vocabulsry -

wards/phases in bald
Text structurs

First paragraph:
ntroduction

Wha
‘What
‘When
‘Where

Wiy

Second jparagraph:
Bady
Pratbem

Sagktion

Trird paragraph:

‘Condusian

Pundtustion
ndentation

Subjacts/nouns

Sompler -
Teacker's copy

At the ployground

wher whe
One Sunday marming, Mum and Do brought my

wha whex

sister and 112 e Digwground Necr Sur NoUSE. | Was 5o
wihy

excited to go out and play that | aimast fosgot 1o weor

rriy sports shoes.

once we regched there, | skpped aheod by
rmyself and possed people who were cyging and
skafing. |'was sohappy. | skippedso fost that | did not
even knowthat | hed gonefor away from the
playground and | was R R was soseama mat
storted 1o ory. JUst then, a nice lady cmnam ]
sk me why 1'was orying. | Told ner lwas loat. 5he asked
for boo's fangphone number and called nim. she
offered me aride 1 the playground where Mum, Dad

and rmy sister wil wai for me.

Whnen | 5aw my parents, | hugged them very fightly.
Feeling refieved, | began to play nappiy. | sid down the
sliides, want up and Jown The see-sow with my sisterand

lezmed

lawzn
even made sandcoasties. it was afun day, andlieamt

newver 1o walk ahegad by myset agan.

Wocaibulsry -

wiands/pheses in bold
Text structurs

First paragraph:
ntroduction

‘Wha

Prablem

Sokution

Trird paragraph:

Cancksian

Punchuation
ndentation

Subjactsinauns

Sccmplar -
ety ey

At the ployground

one Sungaymoming. Mum and Dad brought my
sister and 110 fhe playground Neor our NoUSe. |Wias 50
excitedto go cut and pigy that |aimost forgot to wear

iy sports shoes.

oncewereached there, | skipped oheod by
myself and passed people who were cydling and
skating. | was sohappy. | skippedso fost that didnot
ever knowthat | ned gonefor away from the
playground and | was nowlosr! | wossoscared that
started to cry. Just then, a nice lody cyolist stopped to
ok me why |'was oryng. | fold ner | waos losr. She asked
for Doo's N@naphons numoer and colied him. she
offered me aride 12 the playground whnes Mum, Dad

and iy sister wil wat for me.

Wnien 1 saw my porents, | nugged them very tightty.
Feeling relieved, | began to play nappiy. | sid down the
sligdes, went up and Sown the see-saw with my sisterand
evern moade sandcasties. it was a fun day, andlleamt

never iz walk ghagad by myset agan.




Samples of research materials used
6) Writing Organizer- Story-Mountain

Story Mountain
~ ™

Problem

Introduction Solution
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Student’s writing progress

* Pre-test

(Picture A)
by Student G
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Student’s writing progress

* Pre-writing activity (word splash)

Word Splash

- |J:.L.' | || wpt § fatim
) i I.-' . i ’
n 0N K2 Y o~ b §
- 1t —Up Stoyiov
T f Oy g
L '\-\.l- [l rlj.‘ r'-_L II::
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Deconstruction
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Student’s writing progress
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Vocabulary -
words/phases in beld
. At the playground
Text structure
WL{ i 'H-L u.-1-\.
First paragraph: ¢
Introduction Cne Sunday morming, sMom and Dud brought my
e b wherg
Wha sister and 1 to the plc:':.-'grcund near ourffiouse) | &ol so
- wil,
What 4 1ot e et o go out and play that | clmost'@dr;:@m weaar
When Fe &I.-'J il ff e 0y —
my sports shoes.,
Where ¥ P o
wial K brg Fe L1| g peren o
Wiy

Second paragraph:
Body
Problem

Solution

Once we tec:ch@!here | skipped ahead by

rrysalf ard FJ-CI ssedipeople wthWE_*r“Q cycling and

skating. I@ s0 hcpp%% thatil did not

—nwf"—' r away from thi

playgroeund and |(.5:3|ncw 1ost! |\£5‘s>sn@,r@ that |

lo How ape®rwht cyele
Isjurieﬂ ta cry. Just then, a nice chvm@a

Third paragraph:

Conclusion

Language features
Functuation

Indentation

ask me why @wing. | fold her I'E';&_E’})' She 'eik;e}-:;
for Dad”® 5 handphone number cnd%allBhim. She
] J‘I |l..”-"

hﬂl_ﬂ'[&d‘ me a ride fo the playground where Mum, Dad

and rmy sister will swaait for me.

when l{’m_-y my parents, I'-hugge-rl them very fightly.
Feeling | -rel'hi'i E?EE-E'”D play happily. Ié@}ﬂcrwn the

shdes,-‘weh\}lo and down fhe see-saw with my sister and

even- sandcasties. ||®G fun day, and |

never to walk ahead by myself again. | 'f L5 ay

Subjectsfnouns
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Student’s writing progress
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Results - Student G
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Results - Student G (P

Rubrics for Warrative Writing

re-test)

Criteria 4 3 2 1 0
& eliing charactess snd Hime are clearly stabe: & Geiting, cherachere snd ime am ceardy L3 llulwr.*hhlwhs eailing, & by Basone of the kllceing: seding, & Abmence ol ssiting, charactare, and time,
o Al iy ara relevant In lhe docy Skl characiens, lime CrarsciEds. limie s ldvuan e nal rdiveind i e iy
Inrduction | * 1 srvadanci ol HL] b i ane axsaries sulfis antdy « THE of the Heae oo relevant io fhe siory ®  51% of the kiess am refesant io the giory | = 205% of the [deas are relevani o he sliorny || o flesenza ol =L
= Raader's allenbon B eflacdedy capised 4 Tesdenoe ol HLI s se2n but nol & Abmenos of MLI & Abmence ol ML
2 gufficienily axpandsd
l [ Al ikaies ara pebeva In the STy I~ Characies and satbngs we wel wpardied | ¢ Chaaohe's nd sefing's i'e appmoisin |« Dowslnpme of ooareoiers ond seting i | = s oes not raleeont 10 T sony
& Characions and saingds o sl patded & 7O of e Moas oo rakasmnd b0 IR Siony sl rvort el s et =iinimal and si=plkic & Abenco of o dessopmant of charactors
|deas Problem s  The pressnce of & probiem is evidenily seen andwel- |« The presencs of & peoblem s avidently w S% of B el e rabisvand 1o U slorp | o 29% of Ui Ik dna sadinain| 1o S sliny el i e
2.'"3. - o i S bl 1ozl wlEkivalnad = AR ansingl e nckida & pretkim = Abgdiica of & problkar. = Abcdiica of & protkem
1
& &l idees ara pelevar In the sony & Peoblemis b not wed loped | & Jn afiempl S remchas the proble= & hbmence ol 3 sniuion & deas aew nok releaant i e siony
. Peobziam @ rescheed and sl -deresloned L] P o the deae aes el i na alory & % ol the sinsm am ralesant in the slory | & Conclusmn moesther atnam »  Aimence ot enibon aed conchisen
Conclusion s Cischens provdes i lebng ol saliied clus s Cischsos provides i leling ol saliied w  Condinin b ralhes abaipl ® T ol the ldado are seleaan) Lo the o
1} s
+ The sinutiire showtases T2 mas KBoa = Sirecilife B sasy, chiary presen and = Hiruzun is ckary presenlina »  das ate wridos kgically, but not ‘Blrucra N asidonl o 4 rardom Srder
s ldeas ore ploced logecally and soquenialy. compdsin in n pradicishie =aener eradbcinkls manmes arajiearhnl ly ‘Wiriting sharw afuengl fo crdis and
N N s TranaHiors ore wmeoth and vared s Treemitiom wrs oesd s Temmilione aos srepls and nesibivs s Teamitlons aos d=pn ans pmns Cam SEUENEA,
'DI'BEII'IEEITIBI'I & A% imding Bad and 8 devsloped srding B'e presen| n ldimas e pliciad naically and seguanially. {arad’ and then’) and then’]. LI 1E &l and
0 s Forral assiete e s oeesbaion o B i g aead sl conciiding Sasiueog & Altmginning, middle, snd presictabls & A pare beginnng oed midde are presen| — [« A Eaginning & sl piad — Bl 0o middk
am pragect SN DI res 24 @, or mrd,
o Foirrol ik scciesls & Fonmal iS00 & Formalis genorally Sociussln s [Formalling B smening [leii-righl
crisniation, e
& The chamscars fseings ars wellconyeyss &  Thechasscars selngs s wallsonyeyes | & Paslegls) e peesen| in the weing edth | & G geremliesieg are spressad mafew | & Rodesing s coptured in woess andior
o s Lenge of womdsiphrases makss the siory crigire| s Drapmges the mudmnce o AT TH ST § S =
Voice v Eoupiayics thes madsnce ARTOLS b orgage ihe muenog ANRTEIS o ongane the sudioros Mg asareness of o audkncs
1]
= Word selection i eMectiva in oeaing an mage in i = Wiord sebection (5 appeopriste n creatinga | = t\mﬂmhnmlnaﬂﬂum o Wihen wonds\ hrases ooy i with w Withen wiords ans al i o mape sipe
raEier s med hioegh e ul wm of 'marda Ehaar rmags B B ssmters mnd i EHi 0 H T P T & Wiards are S uli b doondn
' 1 thieg® whilful vanga of '] 18 far's it rader's misd frem g
whrd chd:a »  Lhiiss @ecunibs wirba pracias oo, S ek = Lbsisi appropriabs werbs oss sfpcrees | e Uses simple veste, ndr, ir.iﬂrﬂﬁ'd » Uis slmph virfe nour, sdiclis and |« LUsed sieple werbe, soune, odeoiies g
aajacitees and phroses ond phemman phrasss phrasss pibiasas which not ol @ kvt
2 = May mapant uss ol com=or worde | * May mpant use ol commaon words | = Ropoals oomimon wosdds jpfrasas,
pheazas, phrazas,
= ']?hn‘mrmm are oompkie = T?h.-n‘mrmm e ookl n B sraoe ana ookt " ﬁwrﬂm are compkata »  Bonlenous are Ineomphibe oF Insohisam
= SETRACE YT SN WThalRan = SETREE TS ST Wil = GErind s Shos Sl e aason = SEE0EE A S ik 0 fegsatitive n
Sentence Fluancy = Sompatency nsemence complusity i +  Boma abillty b santonco complkly B | ¢ Sonlonces oo simphe Alncmm
bt v bl ol i bl »  Some yaristion of connechiess w  Corriecive Wil i e and’ and Then’
1 = Cosneci ana waied and helps he deslopeant of |« Cosnicise and waniced any pragant snd repetitee.
the ooy
& GEE acoutsoy In the use of punclustion & THE pepusscy In the use of punclustion & 8% accurscy i the use of purcustion | & 2% aomarscy in e uss of punciusion & 0% acouracy i the uss of puncuston
& BFE acousacy in the use of capinl lefere & T acousecy in the use of capial lefere & W% azzuracy in the uses of capital leHere | & 0% acouecy in the uss ol capial leflems & 1% azzumscy in the ues of capital lehen
Conventions s Clear parageephing s Clear paragesphing s Some sempt w pemgespheng b [ncee | 8 Winimal orores stespk ol peageshng s Mo milempt m passgesphing
» U5 penucsy in lRsEE »  TEL pozusisy in latsas ohmrnon and lacks cohomenoo w0 psu ey i S
1 = U5 pribe el wonds spadi = T peabe el wonds sl & S1% acoumcy in fenses % acouncy in ferses =% i el wioeds spall corecdy,
= Cobsilenl indasderion = Fissl i | i il & HI% grade leeel worts spsl masly % groas el worts spall corecty. = Phoietic sralng
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Results - Student G
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Results - Student G (Mini-post test 1)

 Student 6: 15/24

-+

Rubrics for Marrative Writing

Criteria 4 3 2 1 0
*  Safing, ctamciem and fme e clandy saiad & Daling cherachers snd ime ace clearly #  Fmn b oof Hhe dodiowing: meliing, Larely Fas one of the ol s ng: seiting, #  Abeancs of eeling, clamciam, and §ma
* Al dhean ies il 1 B oakony S bead charaoln's, Sma Lo [ e S Wy o hebasrn mra rusl relasand 13 Lhe slory
Inlrocduection | * 1 awkfinfs of HLI i sbir i aauinnichad] sslfcianlly 4 THE of the deas oee ralewoet b2 e siony & BO% of 15 dzos ane releaan  the story % of the ldens are rlevani o ths siory |« Absaios of HL
= Rawdrs ananion & eiesivaly cagened +  Uesidencs ol HLI s sesn bul nol #  Ahassce of HU Aibeenoe ol HL|
4 saffoieniy capanded
w Al ioas e rekieet 1 1 Siory & Chamohes and safingfs ane wel sopanded | «  Crainokns and Sergs an Apom e ik Dawndopimiem af cha'emers and Setng is | = |oeas ane nof rebevian io the story
= CRomoars ond seting's am will acpandaed & TH% of 1he idoas ong ralireond o0 180 Shory bt sl vl s el minimal and =gl & Ahsaros of L dovalapmednt of cramckns
Ideas Problem #  The pressnce of @ probism o sadenty esen pnd well | & The presence ol 8 problss & svidenty w50 of 150 b sedirasn! ot slody 5% ol U b dn salissant Lo B sosy wrl ating.
1 D|I3 3 kv b el S bt ! Al e = A0 EETo 0 Rolale & problem Abcmditn ol & probias, = Abganss of B oDl
3
# Al deas e releeart o e sy & Probiem m resoised bl not wel- # An shempd o meolve e problem Abeenge ol 3 sohaon #  ldeas are npl refeyvar i the slory
#  Protlem e meolved snd wall-devsinped diraeiofiiad *  50% of =n wisan s celeaand tn the sy Cnrcdumnn o eathar sbnps & Abesnes of 8 molation and coscusns
Conclusion w  Cench fica & besling of [EE @ TE% o thed idoaas one: raliremind 00 1840 Shony w»  Conchmion t oither abragl A5 il the |ckinins diri celivant 1o the sy
3 & Gonclesion provides o fesing of sabefed
o i
w  Thee abrichom abowcisees lha: msin ides »  SAnaduce bosaay, Shary peedent and w  Hruchors b ey prasenl n s Idicam fie mrillen gically, bl nol o Slnidins nol eddent o n rendem osdar
= o ana pliced logaally ind saguoitally. oomplels i & pradiciabls manner e bt bles manneEr e e rrally = Wil Shosw dllampl o s nd
- - w  Trareiiens a St &nd veed # o wored # Transisans am smple ond repetinee Teamstons ore si=ple ans scams [and’ RN,
Organization = animding Iead and a deseloptd ending ant presont | 4 e ane pinced ingically and sequeminily, [and and then’l. and then’). ®  Abeancs of imeEin=E and sequenc
3 & Format ossists readars oneniation ®  Ap inviting b and ] A beginning, middie. oed predolobk A e beginning and midde are presen] = [« & begnning b atargied — bel o L]
ae preseni rrllug HER [rfeceEn| o and, or &g,
& Fomal iz soourais w  Fordan i aiteid b Final o el aotutela +  Fowafing s e=enging {lekrghl
T NG, st Em‘tl'll SEeC ey
& Tha characier's lealng s ore well-oomsyped Thi choractars feed nges am willoonvaped | & Foeling(s] an prasent in the sritisg with A goraral fealing ans soprossed e few |« Mo Tesling b capured e wonds and'ar
Valce & Lsage of woetksiphrases makss. tha sty original Ergages the sudiance mondaljunc sl wirthlpusciuaion e
o # [Enpapes the sodiencs = AT 0 angaga he audkinse Anarnps b angage tha odieto = Mo awaresss of the aidasog
» Wi sedecbon o affechve m oraialisg dn e e | e Woed seleclon oo approgeiabe i cealng a | o+ ond salechos B eedisary N chealing an W o b cOSaay Iogta: wilh o W sl e U ] e
readar's mnd thrcugh skilkd usage ol wortds clear mags n e readar's mng image I the readers mind wome Beip from piciures o WS ate diffiuk b decode
W‘n,rd chﬁlc“ # AR mECurmlE varhe prRsEs nodtE appiEnale ¢ Limem approprovie werte, soouee, sdpires | Usss simpls varhs, nosne, admchvae and Linms mimpls weren nours sdeciees and | e Lised sample virtes, noanes, oty and
adocives ond pheases ond pheasas phroses prrasas phiise wihach =l all ane selevant.
F o Moy el e Of COSTION Weoids | My st Uss Ol commaon winds w  Foapeasits comssir waiils Sl eoece
P prrasas.
% UER of sErlencas s el PoL o panbarnes new mrelibe *  50% senlencan are comjles 19w rRneEs A conplale ® A Elute or
= Banlarwa ymas show suealbon = Iyjizs Py vl ® E typas sheny minimal Semlencus su simple aed regstitive m
= G w2y i hasiiy b = Seesa ability n ity (% = B am s i
Eentenne Fluency :lnn'r.n.lhﬂn.’. ﬂ'ﬂ?ﬂl]l’l:“ o Eqyive wan prdon m‘“j“ Connechm ramehcm (ke ‘and” and then
2 w  Concmd e ate vatad and helps e el | & Co s e ara prasont and repetitien.
e siony
= D5 aooeracy i e wsd Of pUncharkon = TH% Docuracy in e use of puncluaton = B0 aocwracy i I sl of puncisrios 6% AUouRdy N T use of pusoiiation = W% aocwacy in ihe use of panciualbon
& BE% aooeracy I T wsa of capiial letiers & TE% oocuracy in e vse of capiial ledors | = GO accoracy i e e of captial lotioes 6% acowracy in the use of caplal lebars |« B0 pocuracy In the we of capial lefioes
Conventions + Clasr parmgraphing #  Chear paragesphing +  Some attemes ot paesg raphng but Boks Minimal or no attesspt o7 parag-aphing # Mo attampd ai parsgraphing
*  HI% anmeracy inlenses *  TH% socuracy in leeese el and lacks cohinana WM acouracy in leness
3 * B grade lewel wonds spak T8 grade leval wonce spet B ey i IS 0% GOCLIDIY N DS B grads el morde spel comecthy,
= DCombmn ndentalicn o Fital lind irederibad GO grade kvl waord s sped mostly 6% grodo o wosds spalt ooty = Phosabc spelisg
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Results - Student C (Pre-test)

Rubrics for Narrative Writing

Criteria 4 3 2 1 0
& Geiting, characiam and B=n am casrdy sinted + Sating, chamcers and lims aee clearky & Hanbvnof B M'Wﬂr‘ Cinly hae n=a of e fnllowing wefng, +  Abmance ol mating, chamciers, and fma,
s Allideis sre sebevan Lo the dony staked charaoiess, lime characliss, oo #  |chean e ezl eebevant 1o the sy
Inlraduelion | ® 1 arebinicn of HLI A dean and axpended s Mok y & TEW of e fdea s ore releaanl 00 dha sany & 0% ol the kisss ans relesan o the sory 5% of tha Ideas ore mEeort i s ghony o Absmince ol HU
= FRuader's atesbon & effesivaly i plied # 1 evidence of ML s s2an bal ncl & Absence of ML Ahserce of FIL|
2 sulicianty Eesardn?
[ = Al dears ane sedireani to i shorny = Cramchers and setisgls ane wol espanded |« Choractes and seting's e approg st Dezazbopmieni of characiers and safing is | chesas ane el pebevant io the story
& Characioes and sHIngE 50 S0l o0 rdoed & T of Tl s oG e b e sy sl o) el | o et rrisi=nl aud simp i & Asanco of the desaikipmenl of charachns
Problem & The presence of & problem s evigendy seen and el | & The presence ol g problem = seidently w B ol e e e rakava e 1o e slorp 255, ol tha Idias are ialas el B 15 Sy A seteg.
Iﬂm duwidopad sy sl Pl wvid e el ol = arsengl e inckide o probkm Abrgenosg of @ prodskm. = Absgnca of & problam
4/3=1
& A ideas s relean] D e stony #  Probis= s menied babnol wel-osssinpad | & An atempl i resches the probiees Abgerca of 5 mohstion 4 |eas ane nol eelevan (o the stony
. & Fmslam moeemchenst and wel Homaslop s # I3 of i maas sre et i e son & 3% nl the giaes am rslesam i the sory Lanshisen s e ahapl £ LEES and 3
Condusion s Cownduain proredes o Sealing ol astbde desum #  Concusion provides @ fealreg of saieisad s Cendinmicn b ralher asrup 8% of tha e are mlieaet =0 aeny
2 choaum
= Tha @il shirweasat 106 meEn e = EITUCIG B diiy, iy presant asd = BELN S chark prcnl ina lchages ana wiitan kegicaly, bl not = ERPUCILIfG NOL SOOI GF IN RO ofdkT
= disas are placed bpoally and seouesetialy. rompiais nos pred cable manner pracicinbds manne encuenimily a  Wikng show afitsmp? io order aed
. . s Transions oo smooi ond wared #  TranmBons A waried w  Tramitlons aow deglh and mmsiise Transilicnm aa sampk snd scercs [and LR
nrﬂaﬂlﬂtlﬁﬂ & An wiing lead aed o develnped ending ars preseni v b drn plicad logacally asd g uangall. {ard’ ard ‘then o e | = Abwsincs of liicd bofo and deguenceg.
1] s Fonmat pesets raader's otk o w A0 it baad and coned Ll SeiTkenion & A epinning. midsls, and prediciabls A, bars taginning and middle are prasest— e & Beginning b aneimpled — b ne i
ares presen NN O prEn e i, orend.
»  Forswl bscanile & Formad B a0 Foamian b il by 3 O roe #  Frurolig ik esarging |ki-aght
aremtalion bed
& The crarpciars laslings s welcooweyed #  Thecheracts s leshnge ave wellcomeeped | & Faali=gie) oo presan] in the weing wih A general tesing are meprassad inadew |8 Mo fesing = capiered s monde aedior
v . s Ussps o mordmipirases ek e sinry onginal # [ngagss the mermers il e adon o S e B o AL N
olce s Ergngas Ba audienc = Aliempls 0 eegago e oudioncs Alipmpts o ongogo e sud e & Mo awarerass of the sedianoe
0
s W SO |5 et live o Crsaling an g in e a WAId SEGCLDN B ADDReETHDE iN PRIl 8 = W SO & GRENGTY N PTG o Wetien WONdSI DN LS Do4Tey DOPD WilS & WIDS =ords 0 i L SEngoent Siagn
raERE oy b abdlful wsage of words luar i in ha medas T =i ot ' i, s [elp Fam picleras & Wipeds are dMoek io deocds
Wnrd chnlca w Ll e s i wasle, it Sarh, S negt e @ Uk appropiabe wails, cood, adpodnas | o Usas simphe sl ioun, ok e o dnd Usaaw mimphe vaile, ruer, ddectvas ad | 8 Lised simeles verbs, nouns, adjecives snd
BECTEEE And prraEes anid phrasss phrasae premees PiTaRe wiTR M all &g Fedenaadl.
ﬂ & Ny rapasi uss ol comens sode § My repeal uen of common words | = Rapiits comeon wonds phnrss.
phrazas, (=
= S5% ol ik i comisele + 75 of SaABnCan W CONpR = DO savhences ana comilede 5% senkncas a com pea = ik ang comgdele of incoberit
= Db oo Syes & o saniabion @ Baraenod ypes show warkalon w  Biiianod tpmes shoe ssdnimal «oiason Eantisnds 000 Sisglo and napeltive it
Sentenca F||_m|-|g_u||- & Coimpetanoy N samenco compladty o +  Somo abiity n someoe gomplosity o & Sorioroes one simphe Hnelom
=gl bl e B ] & Some varistion ol connectises Coonrme v Eanaions b Sand and hes'
1] = Cornesivas e valed and 2alps Pa | o |= G b e Saaiad pre presant and repedive,
the wimry
& 0% accuracy 0 the use of pusciuston & TI% socuracy in fhe vse of penchabon & 5% accuracy n the uss of punciusion 2 aceracy in e wse of puncieakon & W% aocuracy in the use ol punctuation
& 94% accurscy n the use of capial e & Ta scourany in b ams of capiial sters #  H)% acouracy in the ues of capial latem 2% acopracy o e e of captal letees |8 8P pocuracy In the use of capital [etere
Enrwarl‘tinni & Clear paesgmphing #  Clear amgrapsang & Some stempt o pacsespri g b [ ecke o na al i & NosEsmpl sl porsgmphieg
= 5% acrecy N S *  TER mocurary in lenegs coharencn ond |@0%s ooy = WL pecursy in lensae
1] SN et bl wneeks sl w  TES ok Baval meords apall & 5% aCouscy in enses 25 ACDEracy Inienass = WS grite Kl wonds spall cormactly.
= COTE SR T T LD = Firal line indedmid & 1% grede e words spal mostly 2% grade el words apeh comecly. L] Fiu'mnuﬂqu
Loty Phonetic spaling decorstie

DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION
OF SINGAPORE




Results - Student C

Mini-post test
(Cycle 1)

OF SINGAPORE

\16 mé m_:l’ \[\ﬁ:\ﬂﬂé"? .c“rﬂb'}’l? C(l' H’V} I

vonkey-f af e pasie Ris, TS swey ﬁ\m'n‘l'ﬂq.m:f
/ . ' J w I
’£(]IE':‘P|;JG _5.@{0}7 Jﬁ:‘ E”mbmqlﬁ .ch "{}“L‘(;mf—-ijﬂh

“\g q,(\ ool q sfej ptd on fhe dog 9 ok

GuoY

Ti% rlq_cjl cha.d '“1 “7“(\ i}‘-E Was, 5 *fd} e (U AWl

The doq | prt‘.u over o Stafe, M le A qml I

ol '?c]d i
‘hPl”ﬂLWL owner cone o 5@3 ::rrru,.

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH




Results - Student C (Mini-post test 1)

 Student C: 9/24
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Results — Motivation Survey (Student G)

Section B: Writing Process
Qn 10: | am aware that a narrative text (or story) needs an
introduction, a build-up, a problem, a solution and a conclusion.

Before Intervention (Cycle 1) After Intervention (Cycle 1)

(Most of the time)
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Results — Motivation Survey (Student C)

Section B: Writing Process
Qn 10: | am aware that a narrative text (or story) needs an
introduction, a build-up, a problem, a solution and a conclusion.

Before Intervention (Cycle 1) After Intervention (Cycle 1)
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Results — Motivation Survey (Student G)

Section C: Short-Answer Question
Qn 1: How do you feel whenever you are asked to write?

Before Intervention (Cycle 1) After Intervention (Cycle 1)

More confidence
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Results — Motivation Survey (Student C)

Section C: Short-Answer Question
Qn 1: How do you feel whenever you are asked to write?

Before Intervention (Cycle 1) After Intervention (Cycle 1)

A bit happy
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Results — Motivation Survey (Student G)

Section C: Short-Answer Question
Qn 4: Would you have more confidence if writing
is taught to you in a clear, step-by-step manner?

Motivation Survey 1

Yes

DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION
OF SINGAPORE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




Results — Motivation Survey (Student G)

Section C: Short-Answer Question
Qn 4: Are you more confident now that writing
is taught to you in a clear, step-by-step manner?

Motivation Survey 2
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Results — Motivation Survey (Student C)

Section C: Short-Answer Question
Qn 4: Would you have more confidence if writing
is taught to you in a clear, step-by-step manner?

Motivation Survey 1

DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION
OF SINGAPORE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




Results — Motivation Survey (Student C)

Section C: Short-Answer Question
Qn 4: Are you more confident now that writing
is taught to you in a clear, step-by-step manner?

Motivation Survey 2

DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION
OF SINGAPORE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




Present Limitations (Cycle 1)

1. Did not have 100% attendance.
Intervention was only 2 hours per week.

3. The lessons must be cumulative and structured
and can only proceed if learners have
understood what was taught.

4. Learners selected are within the requirements of
the research but may not be homogeneous in
terms of their literacy needs, independence
level, guidance given to learners.
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Future Research

Overall Aim:

To encourage learners to gradually rely less on

the checklist as they become more independent,
and confident in their writing.
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Future Research

The research will continue for another 3 school
terms.

Participants will be required to take a mid-year
writing test (end Term 2). A Post writing test will
be conducted towards the end of the research.

Interviews with the participants and their parents
will be conducted to collect richer data.

Information from the motivation surveys will be
further analysed to determine if there has been
increase in the participants” motivation levels.
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Summary

A year-long case study on writing at DAS
For learners with Dyslexia (Grades 4-6)
Based on a structured writing instruction
Feedback provided on participants’ writing

Used a writing rubric adapted from 6+1 Trait
Writing® to improve learners with Dyslexia’s
narrative writing skills and to increase
learners’ motivation level.
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