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WELCOMETO DAS

We are committed to ensuring that your <c
positive and successful one. DAS has developed comprehensive and robust
programmes to support individuals with Dyslexia and associated SpLDs and we

know that your child, under the care of our passionate and dedicated Educational
Therapists, will benefit and thrive from their time at DAS.

As we look ahead, we note that more Singaporeans are becoming aware of the

impact of Dyslexia on their children. DAS will respond with the necessary

programmes and services so that your child is adequately served. To do this,

there are five areas that DAS will o6go b

First of all, we have gone beyond support in basic literacy. Children with dyslexia
also need support in higherorder skills such as essay writing, time management
and planning and organisational skills. The DAS English Language and Literacy
(ELL) division incorporates writing components and reading comprehension. DAS
continues to update its curriculum to meet our student's needs. The Main Literacy
Programme (MLP) will continue to expand and improve as we support children
with dyslexia with a full range of literacy skills. The iReaCH programme offers
targeted reading comprehension and writing intervention.

Secondly, DAS has gone beyond Literacy and the English Language. Students with
dyslexia need support in a range of language and academic subjects. Therefore,
DAS created a Maths, Chinese, Exam Skills and Science programmes designed
specifically for students with dyslexia. Creating and delivering a wider range of
programmes must, therefore, be a continuing effort of DAS in the coming years.

Thirdly, our support has gone beyond academic subjects. We must help our
students with dyslexia build on their strengths and talents. Our Speech and
Drama Arts programme aims to boost our student's confidence and speaking
skills and is a good example of such a programme. We have also developed the
ArtVenture programme to support the creative inspirations of our students.
Results have been most encouraging. We are examining how best to provide
other nonacademic and talent programmes to help children with dyslexia
emerge into productive adults and find employment in industries where they can
excel.

Fourthly, we have gone beyond the current age group we serve. We have always
been working with primary and secondary school students. We started with
preschoolers as research instructs us that early intervention is vital to the
academic progress of students who struggle to learn. We have developed and
launched a new postsecondary programme, iStudySmart, for students in Institutes
of Higher Learning. It will be a logical next step for us to also provide for those

in tertiary education and in the workforce.
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Last but not least, we have gone beyond dyslexia. Many of our students with
dyslexia have accompanying Specific Learning Differences such as ADHD,
Dyspraxia, Dyscalculia, Developmental Language Difficulties, and this is well
recognised. DAS must therefore also help our students overcome these issues
over and above their dyslexia.

As we engaged the community, we have come across many students and young
people who are falling through the cracks and are not receiving the support

they need to achieve academic success. T hey are struggling to learn for
different reasons, such as a lack of foundational knowledge or skills, attention
and focus issues, executive functioning challenges, and emotional and
behavioural difficulties. These students may not have a learning difference, may
not meet all criteria for a specific diagnosis or have yet to undergo a formal
assessment. However, with specialist support, they too can achieve their full
potential. DAS recognises this gap and the obstacles these children face and
we are exploring making available our specialist services to help them achieve
academic success. While the DAS approach based on Orton Gillingham
principles is good for those with dyslexia, it is also effective for most learners.
The intervention may not be different to what we already do, and we are in a
position to help them together!

And to help us 0go beyonddé these five a

DAS will continue to invest in and develop the professional capability of our staff
to deliver highquality programmes and services. It is also the objective of DAS
to build a pool of expertise in dyslexia here in Singapore! The training arm of
DAS, DAS Academy, which now delivers programmes up to the Masters level,
will help us achieve this.

DAS will also continue to invest in programme evaluation and publish research
to ensure that our programmes and services are effective and reliable.

So as you can see, DAS will continue to be very busy in
the coming years. We look to the continuing support of
the Ministry of Education and all stakeholders to help us
achieve our goal of providing a truly comprehensive and
holistic range of programmes for your child !

Lee Siang - (
Chief Executive Officer \ ~
Dyslexia Association of Singapore \
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