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Ang Mo Kio 
AMK 

Anderson Primary School 
T:  6452 1186  

Bedok 
BDK 

Fengshan Primary School 
T:  6444 6910 

Bishan 
BJ8 

Bishan Junction 8, #06-03 
T:  6250 0526 

Chinatown Point 
CTP 

Chinatown Point, #04-01 
T:  6538 1658  

Chua Chu Kang 
CCK 

Blk 17, Teck Whye Lane  
#01-167   T:  6464 8609 

Jurong Point 
JPT 

Jurong Point, #05-01 
T:  6594 0331/2 

Parkway Parade 
PWP 

Parkway Parade, #22-01/02 
T:  6440 0716 

Queenstown 
QTN 

Queenstown Primary School 
T:  6475 9535 

Rex House 
REX 

73 Bukit Timah Road, #05-01 
Rex House   T 6643 9600/1  

Sengkang 
SKG 

Blk 257C Compassvale Rd,  
#01-545   T:  6881 2072 

Tampines 
TPN 

Blk 162,163, Tampines St 12, 
#01-257   T:  6786 0838 

Woodlands 
WDL 

Blk 165, Woodlands St 13,  
#01-567   T:  6269 0730 

Yishun 
YSH 

Blk 932 Yishun Central 1  
#01-101   T:  6451 5582  

DAS Academy 
 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House   T:  6336 2555  
www.dasacademy.edu.sg 

DAS International 
Services 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House   T:  6643 9600/1  
www.dasint.org.sg 

DAS Specialist 
Assessment 

Services 

Chinatown Point, #04-01 
T:  6538 1658  
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Susan Liang, Elizabeth Lim, Rosaline Mairon, Natasha 
Mastura Malek, Sandra Ngan, Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen, 
Janitha Panicker, Rahayu Binte Rahiman, Sharon Reutens, 
Nor Ashraf Bin Samsudin, Shenmee, Mathana Subhas, 
Tan Shi Jia, Joanne Tan, Jacklyn, Andy Wang, Weng 
Yiyao, Wong Kah Lai, Karen Wong, Cheryl Yeo 
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Welcome 
 

This issue of FACETS celebrates the 
wonderful work undertaken by our 
Preschool Team and the successful 

Preschool Seminar held at the Lifelong 
Learning Institute last month.  Our 

Preschool programme endeavours to 
provide early intervention to young 

learners to “catch them before they fall”.   
 

FACETS also features the UnITE SpLD 
2017 Conference to be held in June.  

Register soon if you wish to be involved 
in the DAS Learning Journey as we only 
have 70 tickets for this preconference 

event. 
 

I hope you enjoy FACETS and the 
information we bring to you.  Please 

share this magazine with someone you 
think might benefit from this information 

when you have finished with it! 
 

Best wishes 
 

 

Deborah Hewes 
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available 

as an 
ebook 
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Ongoing efforts seem to have gained traction and 
buy-in based on consistent enrolment of K1 and K2 
students coming forward seeking early literacy 
intervention from DAS.   
 

Over the years, outreach initiatives has helped 
hundreds of children between ages 4 to 6 
attending mainstream kindergartens and childcare 
centres. The Preschool Programme saw its 
enrolment doubling from 135 students (mostly K2s) 
in 2013 to 268 students in 2014 and 280 students in 
2015 (DAS Handbook 2016, p. 121), 2016’s figures 
appear to be quite consistent with 2015’s. 
 
Since the programme started publishing its annual 
programme evaluation retrospectively in DAS 
Handbooks 2014, 2015 and 2016, a pattern is 

“Catch them before they fal l ” 
By Wong Kah Lai  

Preschool Programme Manager 
Specialised Educational Services 
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emerging.  More K2-students and their families (i.e. 
an estimate of two hundred students out of a 
population of 280) are coming forward to seek 
early literacy intervention.  This could possibly be 
attributed to teacher advocates who had attended 
our Preschool Teachers’ Awareness Talks. 
 
There were instances when parents, after having 
attended DAS Preschool Parents’ Awareness talks, 
registered their children for Preschool’s free public 
screening.  Some subsequently signed up for early 
literacy intervention.  One and all came to realise 
that DAS Preschool Programme doesn’t require a 
formal assessment of dyslexia but extends help to 
struggling learners to reduce and/or close the 
widening early literacy learning gap.  
 
In 2015, out of 271 K2 students (i.e. 6 year olds), 
183 opted for school age assessment to formally 
determine if their children have dyslexia.  Out of 
the 183 children assessed 125 were diagnosed 
dyslexic by psychologists, 58 non-dyslexic (DAS 
Handbook 2016, p.112). 

I am really glad that children in Singapore are 
able to receive help, in the form of early literacy 
intervention, without having to proof that they are a 
failure in order to qualify for educational learning 
support.  
 
 
 

“Catch them before they fall (fail)”  
- Joseph K. Torgesen (1998)  

 
 
 

“We helped them.   
With everyone’s help.” 

~ Wong Kah Lai (2017) 

Pictured above left:  Wong Kah Lai at Swallows and 

Amazons Kindergarten with Director, Jackie Barkham 

(2nd row, first person from the right) and her team of 

Preschool teachers. 

Pictured above :  Jane Wong a pre-schooler who has 

enjoyed the DAS Preschool programme and continues to 

improve with intervention. 
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Learning Journeys for the  

By Wong Kah Lai 
Preschool Programme Manager 
Specialised Educational Services 

 

 
 
SEED Institute, Singapore’s first national Continuing 
Education and Training (CET) for early childhood 
education, requests for Learning Journeys from 
2015, into 2016 and 2017, inspired Programme 
Manager, Kah Lai, into thinking about supporting 
fellow educators working with young children, 

especially those who may be at risk of early 
literacy learning difficulties. 
 
How would you know?  How do you tell when they 
are still so young?  When to panic and when 
relax?  What are some activities that one can do 
with young ones to promote/stimulate 
development age appropriately in a mainstream 
classroom setting?  How can DAS Preschool 
Programme serve to be their nearest community 
resource? 
 
These were just some of the practical concerns 
addressed during one of the many learning 
journeys conducted over the last few years.  
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Alongside learning journeys, Kah Lai crafted what 
fondly she named as “Project Talks”.  These talks 
were meant to provide information for students 
(polytechnics), or trainee teachers, seeking 
information for their course assignments.  This 
opportunity came about when a sudden influx of 
requests came, all from preschool trainee 
teachers, everyone seeking similar information for 
their project assignments  
  
To date, the Preschool Programme had conducted 
numerous project talks. Interested parties were 
trainee teachers coming from SEED Institute, 
Advent-Link SAUC, including Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic.  
 
In all, DAS Preschool Programme is happy. An 
incidental opportunity gave rise to greater 
opportunities to serve and support fellow early 
years educators in my own country. Such fun!  
 

 

Pictured above left:  Preschool Programme Manager, 
Wong Kah Lai, (centre front) with a cohort of teachers 
from SEED Institute led by Ms Nadhira Koyakutty, 
Associate Lecturer, on a Learning Journey to DAS Bishan 
Learning Centre 
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Karine Salomon, a freelance artist, volunteered her 
time to conduct the art workshops for our DAS 
students.  The students enjoyed drawing and 

decorating their drawings with colourful shapes 
and designs, which created an art piece with a 
two dimensional effect.   
 
Karine guided all students to successfully complete 
their artwork and they shared work with their 
parents at the end of the session.  
 

Art Workshop 

 
By Gopal Givanandam  

Chinatown Point Centre Manager 
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The first exhibition was held at Marine Parade 
Library for the month of March.  Along with a 
poster exhibition, DAS was given space to display 
its publications and dyslexia information.   
 
The exhibition was well received and we look 
forward to setting up the exhibition again at Chua 
Chu Kang Library in May. 

Dyslexia Awareness Exhibition at  

 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 
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The Business Times, 23 January 2017 

WHEN AGE IS JUST A NUMBER 
 
“THE saying "a day older, a day wiser" is certainly 
the experience of the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore (DAS), which provides educational 
services to children and people with dyslexia and 
specific learning differences. In the past year, DAS 
has offered contract renewals to a 65-year-old 
educational therapist and a 67-year-old 
educational psychologist without changes to their 
remuneration. This is in recognition of their wealth 
of experience and excellence in contributions to 
DAS. Both have maintained a high level of 
performance highly valued by DAS. Performance 
and expertise rather than age will continue to be 
our criteria in offering contract renewals. 

 
The Business Times, 20  February 2017 

AIMING FOR A NIMBLE, SMARTER, 
MORE INNOVATIVE SINGAPORE 

 
I AM heartened that our efforts correspond with 
CFE's strategies. Like a social enterprise, DAS 
evokes the vibrancy and entrepreneurial spirit of 
private business to innovate and scale up to 
achieve social objectives. We invest in staff's 
acquisition and use of deeper skills in a wider 
range of programmes and services and building 
strong technological capabilities through projects 
such as our digitised student progress monitoring 
system. We also engage communities of practice 
to increase partnerships locally and have 
expanded global connections through the Global 
Partners of the International Dyslexia Association. 
DAS is working towards the transformation of our 
organisation and special educational needs 
industry by developing a holistic range of services 
for clients.  

 
 

The Business Times, 27 March 2017 

NEW WAYS TO PAY 
 

GOING cashless is an inevitable trend as it saves 
time and costs for all parties. The Dyslexia 
Association of Singapore (DAS) has been 
encouraging non-cash fee payment. We have 
reduced cash payments to less than 10 per cent of 
total receipts and are striving to lower it further.  
 
Our experience suggests that lower income 
families have the most difficulty in going cashless. 
Many do not own cheque accounts or credit cards. 
They are also unwilling to set up GIRO payment 
facilities due to the uncertainty of maintaining 
sufficient funds in their accounts. While pushing for 
a cashless approach, it is important to help and 
accommodate the needs of lower income families.  
 

 
Mr Lee Siang 

CEO 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

 
 
 

DAS in the News 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 
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Reading Comprehension Curriculum 
 

1. Includes essential reading comprehension 
skills that are closely aligned with the 
mainstream curriculum 
 

2. Consists of skills that are taught and 
delivered according to the PPP 
(Presentation, Practice, Production) stages to: 

 
 facilitate the pre-activity discussions 

through modelling 

 scaffold and guide students in a 
structured, cumulative and sequential 
manner to enhance learning 

 provide opportunities for students to be 
independent in applying the concepts/
skills learnt 

 
With the enhancements made to the Reading 
Comprehension Curriculum, the use of educational 
technology coupled with a robust integrated 
curriculum that covers key tenets of an effective 
literacy instruction (Language and Vocabulary, 
Phonics and Phonemic Awareness, Reading 
Fluency, Reading Comprehension and Writing), we 
hope to empower students to be confident and 
competent individuals. 
 
 

Reading C omprehension Enhancements 

By Serena Abdullah 
Assistant Director MAP Curriculum 
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Parents, you can now connect with other parents 
to share your experience and knowledge of 

raising a child with dyslexia.   
 

Join us on Facebook now. 
 

DAS Parents Network  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 
 

Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 

 

www.facebook.com/dysSG 
 

DAS Academy Ltd 
 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy 
 

DAS International Services  
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational 
 

DAS Student Alumni 
 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 
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Conjunct Consulting facilitate programmes to help 
Singapore’s non-profit organisations and social 
enterprises solve problems, providing 
recommendations that are sustainable and allow 
for long-term growth. 
 
PRO BONO CONSULTING PROJECTS 
 
Projects span over a 10 – 12 week period, during 
which a team of five student consultants together 
with working professionals, volunteer their time 
and expertise to help a non-profit partner to solve 
a problem.   

The project engagement ends with a report and a 
presentation outlining recommendations, potential 
risks and challenges, sustainable long-term 
solutions, and implementation strategies.  
During this project we asked for DAS Parents’ 
opinion on our current branding strategies.  DAS 
would like to thank all those parents who gave us 
their honest opinion of what we do at DAS and 
how this is viewed by them. 
 
An incentive was offered to complete the survey.  
More than 300 parents took the time to complete 
the survey and we thank you for helping us with 
this.  The survey responses were placed into a 
draw and one parent was lucky to win a $100 
Capitaland Shopping Voucher.   
 
Nor Aidah Bte Matnor a parent from our 
Tampines Learning Centre (Pictured to the right 
with her son, Aniq) was pleased to hear that she 
had won this shopping voucher.   

 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity & Publications 
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“My son has always enjoyed his classes and I 

would like to thank Lynette, his Preschool 

Teacher, and Pauline and Sze Ying his 

Educational Therapists.  DAS has always 

shared with me how I can help my son at home.  

It has been a good experience for all of us  

all around at DAS!, Thank you!” 

 

~  Nor Aidah 
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Tobias joined DAS when he was in St Stephens 
Primary and later moving on to St Patricks 
Secondary School.  Besides the MOE-aided DAS 
Literacy programme (MAP), he was also attending 
the DAS Maths programme since Primary school.   
 
Tobias will be joining Nanyang Polytechnic in April 
specialising in a Diploma in Info communications 
and Security for Polytechnic Foundation course.  
 
We are all proud of Tobias and I am confident 
with his resilience and positive attitude he will  
continue to strive to greater heights!  
 
I would like to make a special mention to Tobias‘ 
parents, Michael and Shelley Siow, who have 
been very supportive in Tobias’ learning journey 
over the years.  Working in partnership with 
Tobias’ parents has helped him to succeed with 
flying colours! 

 
By Karen Wong 

Senior Educational Therapist 
Bedok Learning Centre 

I started attending DAS when I was Primary 1 and from there I had slowly developed a love 
for books and reading.  It was thanks to this, that I was able to do well in my GCE 'N'- level 
English paper.  However, I would never have had discover how much I enjoyed reading if I 

had not joined DAS and developed my literacy skills.  For all that, I will always be grateful to 
all my teachers, Ms Karen Wong, Ms Hani Zohra Muhamad and Mr Samunn Caffoor at DAS  

for their constant help and patience. 
 

Tobias Siow 
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Indeed it was a long humbling 10 year journey 
for our son Tobias, having to struggle in 

managing his dyslexic condition.  However, 
witnessing his baby steps progression was our 
only encouraging factor.  We are ever thankful 

for the great help and assistance rendered 
through DAS with its dedicated teachers and 
staff in nurturing Tobias in every step of his 

formation. This is evident in his recent N-Level 
results where he was placed among the top in 
his cohort. He now has a head start to pursue 

in another new academic phase and should he 
hold on to what was gained and implanted 
through DAS, I have confidence he will open 

another fruitful chapter.  Thank you once again 
for all your efforts showered on Tobias. 

Mr Michael Siow : 

Thank You 
 

“Ms Karen, many many thanks for your 

care, guidance and concern all these 

years.  Tobias came out top few in his 

cohort.  He has an A1 for his English 

and a B3 for his Math and a big happy 

smile.  Can’t help but to express our 

gratitude for all your efforts and care.” 

  ~   Mr Michael Siow 
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A Fruitful C ol laboration 

 
By Wong Kah Lai  

Preschool Programme Manager 
Specialised Educational Services 

Ngee Ann interns with DAS CEO and Preschool 
Programme Manager after their project presentation—

The development of a teacher’s teaching toolkit: READIT 
shown in the picture, (left to right) Taffy Yap, Lydia Chan, 

Mr Lee Siang (DAS CEO), Ms Wong Kah Lai (Preschool 
Programme Manager), Cheryl Chee and Cherith Wong. 
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The internship experience has been a fruitful one. 
Selected interns were given training from DAS 
Academy with Certificate in Dyslexia Studies, and 
the preschool team in teaching practices within a 
typical intervention classroom setting in DAS 
Learning Centres.  
 
After completing their training attachment and full 
fledged practicum with a regular group of students, 
they proceed to work on the next part of their 
attachment, creating a project deliverable for the 
DAS preschool programme. 
 
Intern initiated, fully supported by key members of 
the preschool core team, the interns extended the 
phonogram kit created by their seniors last year 
with the development of READIT! BEV and READIT! 
SMACK! This versatile two part teaching kit, used  
in-house by Educational Therapists on the DAS 
Preschool Programmes aims to support the varied 
literacy learning needs of K1 and K2 students who 
come in for early literacy intervention through the 
year.  
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READIT! BEV is a reading readiness resource kit on Beginning, Ending and Vowel (BEV) sounds while 
READIT! SMACK! focuses on blending skills. 
 
Both sets come with an independent user manual and differentiated worksheets catering to varied 
learning abilities of children within the same classroom. It also come with a game set each, Milky Way, a 
game that fosters sound identification and SMACK! that promotes blending skills.  
 
The aim of this particular kit is to enhance children’s ability to accurately identify beginning, ending and 
ending sounds in words and effectively blend words for reading.   
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THE PRESCHOOL SEMINAR TEAM   
Pictured from left to right: 

Front Row: Tan Shi Jia (Specialist Psychologist), Natasha Mastura Malek (Senior Educational Therapist—EdT), 
Joanne Tan (Senior EdT), Wong Kah Lai (Preschool Programme Manager), Thilakam Renganathan (EdT), 

Mathana Subhas (EdT), Rahayu Binte Rahiman (EdT), Janitha Panicker (EdT). 
Back Row:  Nor Ashraf Bin Samsudin (Director of Specialised Educational Services), Elizabeth Lim (Speech-

Language Therapist), Cheryl Yeo (EdT), Kelly Bijay (Senior EdT), Weng Yiyao (EdT), Jacklyn Tso (EdT), 
Raihana Hashim (EdT), Sandra Ngan (EdT), Sharon Reutens (Speech-Language Therapist), Roseline Mairon 

(EdT), Lee Er Ker (Speech-Language Therapist), Safina Bte Hassan (Senior EdT) 
Proudly organised by DAS Learning Centres and Outreach Division. 
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Participants had the choice of two workshops 
from a line up of Educational Technology, 
Executive Functioning, Interactive Reading and 
Developing Speech and Language in young 
learners.  In addition there were two keynote 
presentations, Readiness for School and 
Facilitating Better Social Communication.   
 
The Preschool seminar was sponsored exclusively 
by Income Orangeaid.  OrangeAid is Income’s 
community development and involvement arm.  
OrangeAid works with community partners 
through social investment in programmes that 
contribute to securing the future of children and 
youth from disadvantaged circumstances.  We 
thank OrangeAid for their continuing support of 
the DAS Preschool Programme. 
 
Our post-event feedback showed that 
participants enjoyed the workshop format, with 
some hoping that the 1-hour workshop could be 
even longer! 
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Transition can be difficult for some young learners 
and support strategies can be employed to help 
ease transition into primary School.  Shi Jia made 
the following recommendations to prepare for this 
transition: 
 
 Communicate with the school about  

child’s issues 
 Make special arrangements early 
 Commencing school a few days later 
 School readiness programmes 
 Learning Support Programme (LSP) 

 Learning Support for Maths (LSM) 
 Educate child to set/manage expectations 
 Practise routines & instil independence 
 Seek professional help – Paediatricians, 

Psychologists, Speech Therapists, 
Occupational Therapists 

 Deferment  
 

Is your child ready to transit to Primary School 
By Tan Shi Jia 

Senior Specialist Psychologist 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
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When choosing a book you need a PLAN! 
 
POWERFUL ILLUSTRATION: 
Illustrations are captivating and can convey 
the story before the text, they are also a 
point for conversation, enhance vocabulary 
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 
Stimulate language development 
in children, books with rhyme, 
repetitive text enhance listening 
and vocabulary skills. 
ADVENTURE  
A story that brings children on 
an adventure e.g. We are 
going on a lion hunt, stories 
that children can relate to. 
NURTURE 
Books that have multipurpose 
usage - learning numbers, 
colours, shapes etc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

. 

By Janitha Panicker, Raihana Hashim, Roseline Mairon and Sandra Ngan 
Educational Therapists and Preschool Teachers 

Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

It is the reading team’s sincere hope that 

participants went away with inspiration and 

motivation to embark on an interactive 

reading journey with their children. 
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The power of productive engaging everyday 
interactions is obvious.  Interactions are not merely 
functional expressions of wants and needs. 
Research has shown that even before they learn 
their first word, very young children actually learn 
the basic rules of conversation through 
interactions. 
 
A naturalistic approach to language stimulation 
helps us to support children’s language 
development in naturally occurring social 

interactions, especially during routines, 
conversations, and play activities chosen by the 
children themselves. 
 
A naturalistic approach allows the adults to use 
almost intuitive, naturalistic strategies.  However, 
these days, with our busy lifestyles and constant 
engagement with our work and communication 
devices, it can be easy to lose touch with our 
inner, intuitive caregiver. 
 
 
 
 

Development in the Early Years
By Elizabeth Lim and Lee Er Ker 

Speech and Language Therapists  
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
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The Educational Technology (Ed Tech) workshop 
was delivered by five experienced Educational 
Therapists who have successfully used Ed Tech in 
their classrooms with preschoolers.  They 
recommend Ed Tech because the games increase 
their students cognitive skills.  The wide screens 
enable children to effectively practice reading and 
writing skills and it exposes their students to social 
situations for language abilities. 
 
They had many apps to share with the participants 
that they use with their young learners.  Apps for 
letter formation, sight words, reading and phonics 
as well as some interesting websites were shared. 
 

They also shared an app for Parent / Teacher 
communication.  Class Dojo connects teachers to 
students and parents to build amazing classroom 
communities! 

 

Apps in the Classroom 
By Yiyao Weng, Safinah Bte Hassan, Rahayu Binte Rahiman, Jacklyn Tso, Mathana Subhas 

Educational Therapists 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

Class DoJo 

By Class Twist Inc. 
Available in: 

App Store & Google Play
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The Big Picture workshop gave a number of tips to 
help children develop their executive functions. 
 
FOR TEACHERS & CLASSROOMS: 
 Have daily routines  
 Highlight on important point  
 Post schedule / lesson plan for the day  
 Give clear and simple instructions, repeat 

and follow up for understanding  
 Give student coloured strips or ruler to place 

under sentences when reading 
 Keep a daily (weekly) to do list 
 Break down project / task into smaller 

components (build to succeed!)  
 Create checklist for task completion  

DAILY ACTIVITIES: 
 Setting the table (during meals) 
 Helping up with grocery shopping  
 Packing up the toys (after play time) 
 Making the bed (every morning routine)  
 Baking or cooking with an adult 
 Packing your own school bag 
 Planning a family picnic or outing 
 And the list goes on…... 

Executive Functioning 
By Joanne Tan, Natasha Mastura Malek and Cheryl Yeo  

Educational Therapists 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 



 47 

 

 

 



 48 

 

 
Social success at school relies on the ability to be 
a good communicators, children who have 
difficulty in doing this are more likely to be 
rejected by their peers and this impacts negatively 
on their success at school.   
 
Ten schools in Singapore have introduced a 
mindful breathing programme which helps 
children to become more focused, calm and alert.   

A Better Social Communicator 
By Sharon Reutens  

Speech-Language Therapist 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
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“If a child can’t learn the way we teach.  

Maybe we should teach the way that they learn.” 

 
by Kelly Bijay 

Senior Educational Therapist 
Woodlands Learning Centre 

Images from the Match and Reach website:  www.reachandmatch.com 
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Staff from the Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
(DAS) had the opportunity of attending a workshop 
conducted by ‘Match and Reach’ creator Mandy 
Lau during her recent visit to Singapore.   
 
The ‘Reach and Match ®’ learning kit weaved very 
thoughtfully braille, early literacy, hands-on 
learning, communication and social skills 
development into a tailor-made educational 
learning kit.  Through its sensory and interactive 
features, children with varying abilities can learn 
alongside each other and create fun memories 
together. 
 
Versatile and engaging learning kits such as the 
‘Reach and Match ®’ along with other tools and 
intervention strategies complement a jump start for 
child development.   
 
At DAS, our SES Early Literacy Intervention 
Programme aims is to help preschoolers who are 
potentially at risk of having dyslexia or 
developmental delay, develop early literacy skills 
and strategies.  We find that some kids often have 
difficulty in remembering the order of letters, how 
to read and write the alphabet. 

We know that learning through play, active 
participation and exploration is an excellent way 
to learn about the alphabet! 
 
Furthermore, hands-on, minds-on learning, aids 
memory retention and sustainability which is 
critical for any early intervention programme.  The 
‘Reach and Match ®’ learning kit bolsters early 
literacy development in a fun and engaging way, 
and supports differentiation during intervention.  
 
According to research, if a dyslexic child is 
identified and given effective teaching before the 
age of 7, he/she may improve to a point that 
brings the child back to the normal range of 
literacy achievement.  Therefore, early Intervention 
is critical .   
 
As Educational Therapists we need to match 
intervention strategies to the learner's specific 
needs and therefore we must keep up with 
evidence based intervention strategies and sound 
judgement is paramount as it ultimately benefits 
the wonderful children whom we serve.  Positive 
learning experiences has a direct effect on self 
esteem and future learning successes. 
 
It was eye opening to work collaboratively with 
Mandy Lau from Reach and Match ®, to support 
diversity, early literacy intervention and inclusion in 
education. 

DAS Staff pictured with Mandy Lau (Centre on the right next to ‘Fun for All’ sign and Kelly Bijay on the extreme right) 
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Our Maths curriculum helps students with the skills 
to solve word problems systematically and 
logically. The Maths curriculum is in line with the 
Ministry of Education Mathematics syllabus and is 
delivered as per the school textbooks.   
 
We use manipulatives to enable students to 
visualise and understand the concept being taught. 
Using manipulatives helps students to be more 
confident in selecting and documenting the right 
methods to work out the problem sum to arrive at 
the right answer. 
 
CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES: 

 
• THINKING SKILLS 

The maths problem sums curriculum 
develops our students thinking skills to solve 
a variety of routine and non-routine problems 
in the Upper Primary school syllabus. 
 

• STRENGTHEN MATH SKILLS 
Provides our students with the skills to 
strengthen their Maths concepts they have 
learned. 
 

• CONFIDENCE 
Enable students to confidently work out Word 
Problems. 

OUR MATHS PROGRAMME: 
• Small class size (not more than 5 per class). 
• Dyslexia-friendly teaching. 
• Evidence-based. 
• Bursary is available for eligible students. 
• Eligible P5 and P6 students who fit the entry 

criteria can enter into the curriculum at any 
stage. 

 

UNIQUE TEACHING APPROACH:  
 
The TRY—SHARE—LEARN—APPLY approach is 
unique to our programme and is used to help 
students walk through the process of problem 
solving in a collaborative and interactive way.  
 

by Aishah Binte Abdullah  
Lead Educational Therapist 
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  Education Exchange 

 

PROBLEM SUMS FOR PRIMARY 5 

A restaurant charges $75 per person for a 
banquet dinner.  For every 4 people, the fifth 

person will dine for free.  Mr & Mrs Lee 
celebrated their wedding anniversary with family 
and friends at the restaurant and paid a total of 
$600.  What is the maximum number of people 

who could have been present at Mr and Mrs 
Lee’s wedding celebration party? 

 

PROBLEM SUMS FOR  
UPPER PRIMARY  

 
OUR MATHS CLASSES EMPOWER 

STUDENTS WITH THE CONFIDENCE TO 
WORK OUT MATHS CONCEPTS AND 
STRENGTHEN THEIR THINKING AND 

MATHS SKILLS  
 

 THE STRUCTURE OF OUR CLASSES   
 
1. Lesson Structure:  

2 lessons per concept  
2. Execution Procedure:  

- First lesson—Review relevant content  
  skills on the concept.  
- Second lesson—Introduce routine and  
  non-routine problem types related to  
  the concept 

3. Home Practice:  
One word problem as homework 
practice 

4. Review:  
Go through and check homework sum 
at next lesson 

5. Mastery Test:  
After homework checking and 
correction done, students do the 
mastery test on the concept  

 
 ENROLMENT DATES: 
 

 Term 1, 2017 for P6 Standard students 
 Term 3, 2017 for P5 Standard students 
 

 ENTRY CRITERIA :  
 

1. Current or ex-student of DAS  
2. Need to be taking Standard 

Mathematics in mainstream school. 
3. Possess strong computational skills. 
4. Pass in Paper 1 - 20 marks and above 

out of 40 marks AND obtain an overall 
score between 50% and 74% in the 
latest school exam paper. 

5. Students who demonstrate a firm 
understanding of the basic maths 
concepts and are passing in Paper 1 
can be recommended by their Maths 
Educational Therapists. 
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Education Exchange 

WORD PROBLEM 
 

A restaurant charges $75 per person for a banquet dinner. For every 4 people, the fifth 
person will dine for free. Mr and Mrs Lee celebrated their wedding anniversary with family 
and friends at the restaurant and paid a total of $600.  What is the maximum number of 
people who could have been present at Mr and Mrs Lee's wedding celebration party? 
  
UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM:  (write the given essenƟal informaƟon) 
 
 1 person -> $75  Every 4 people -> 5th person eats for free  Paid -> $600 

WHAT I NEED TO FIND: 
 

Possible number of people 
at the party? 

HOW I AM GOING TO FIND THE ANSWER:  
Part‐whole model, comparison model, before‐ aŌer model; Unit 
CalculaƟon; Guess and Check; Make a table; Draw a diagram; 
Make a systemaƟc list; Look for a paƩern; Branch out; State the 
problem in another way. State other approaches: 

SOLVE: Write your working sentences and work out the soluƟon 
  

 
 

Answer: 10 people 

 

Number of 
persons 

Amount 
charged 

Free 
Total Number 

of People 

1  $75       

4  4 x $75 = $300  1  5 

  
$600 ÷ $300 = 2 

  
8  $600  2  10 

      I can check my working in this way: 
 

   10 people – 2 people (free) = 8 people 
  
    $600 ÷ 8 = $75 
  

1 person = $75 

CHECK: 
 

Tick the sentence that describes how you checked your work. 

 

 

  I can use another method to check my answer. 

  I have copied the numbers from the question accurately. 

  I have used the right units in my sum. 

  I calculated my answer accurately. 

Row x 2 
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Have fun while learning! 
 

by Sharyfah Nur Fitriya 
Educational Advisor 

Woodland Learning Centre 

 

 
Preference-based teaching starts with the teachers 
setting the stage for an enjoyable student 
experience.  The first step in the process requires 

teachers to conduct a simple interview with the 
student to investigate their preferred activities.  
This interview aims to find out the students hobbies 
and interests.  The next step is to incorporate 
student preferences within the teaching process.  
 
The preference-based lesson plan consists of 
students’ hobbies and interests (Reid & Green, 
2006)  so as to keep students on-task and 
engaged during lesson delivery (Johnson et 
al.,1994).  The preferred activities adopted in 
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preference-based teaching approach are in line 
with the multisensory activities that Educational 
Therapists at the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore (DAS) include during lesson planning.  
 
The preferred activities can include activities such 
as arts and crafts, listening to music, watching 
movies and playing video games. 
 
The teachers will design a lesson plan in 
accordance with these preferred activities to 
increase on-task behaviours and active 
engagement during a lesson delivery (Vaughn 
and Thompson, 2003).  This helps teachers to 
build rapport with their students during lesson 
which makes the lesson delivery more fulfilling as 
students are fully interested and engaged during 
a lesson.  
 
The preference-based teaching approach 
supports the success of enhancing student 
enjoyment and reduces problem behaviours 
resulting in benefits for both the student and 
teacher. 
 

Have Fun while Learning 
 

References 
 
Reid, D. H., & Green, C. W. (2006). Preference-based 

teaching: Helping students with severe 
disabilities enjoy learning without problem 
behaviour. Teaching Exceptional Children Plus, 2
(3) pp: 1 - 11 

Fostm-Johnson, L., Feauo, J., & Dunlap, G. (1994). 
'Preferred Curricular Activities and Reduced 
problem behaviours in Students with Intellectual 
disabilties', Journal of Applied Behaviour 
Analysis, 27(3) pp. 493 – 504 

Vaughn, S, and Thompson, S. L. (2003). 'What is special 
about special education for students with 
learning disabilities' Journal of special education 
37(3) pp.140-147 



 60 

 

Specialist Tutoring 

 
by Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen 
Head of DAS International 
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What is the Specialist Tutoring approach? 
 
The aim of Specialist Tutoring is to effectively 
support the development of each child.  Each child 
is seen as an active, competent learner, especially 
children who have Specific Learning Differences 
(SpLD), wanting and in need of a value-added 
programme/specialist support through 
experienced and qualified Specialist Teachers. 

Specialist Tutoring 
 
We teach students from 4 to 18 years old and the 
instruction is in English in the following areas: 
 
Preschool to Post-Secondary 

• Literacy 
• Comprehension 
• Oracy 
• Writing Skills 
• Study Skills 

 
Preschool to 12 years old 

• Mathematics 
• English Exam Skills 

 
Individual needs will determine how many 
sessions of specialist tutoring is required.  For 
example, if preparing for exams multiple sessions 
may be needed.  If students are experiencing 
significant gaps in their learning, then more 
classes per week would be recommended.  
Tutoring can also be arranged to take place in 
your child’s school where available. 

Specialist Tutoring is an Individualised 
Programme offering: 
 

• Individual Education Plans 
• Progress Reports 
• Multi-sensory and emotionally sound 

lessons adapted to the learning styles of 
the student. 

• Specialist tutors aim to work closely with 
schools and parents, and the schools and 
parents will know that there is support for 
their child from the initial full 
comprehensive psychological assessment, 
to Specialist Tutoring.  

• The assigned tutor will focus on what is 
necessary for the child. This could be 
focussing on current concerns within their 
curriculum, exam preparation and 
strategy, study skills or basic literacy, 
numeracy, oracy and writing skills. 

• All sessions will take a problem solving 
approach to ensure that the child 
succeeds 

 
Our Specialist Tutors/Educational Therapists 
 

• Our Specialist tutors are experienced and 
knowledgeable in their area of expertise 
and teaching.  

• The current DAS tutors have the Senior 
Educational Specialist status with a 
minimum of a first degree.  

• They would also have a professional 
qualification in Specific Learning 
Differences or a teaching qualification, 
some our tutors have also achieved the 
academic status at the Masters level. 

 
Our Specialist tutors cater to the learning needs of 
both International and Singaporean students with 
specific learning differences, who attend either 
International or Ministry of Education (MOE) 
schools in Singapore.  Our tutors are well versed in 
the curriculum of both International and MOE 
schools.  
 
To learn more about Specialist Tutoring, please 
visit our website at www.dasint.org.sg. 
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Bird By Daryl Chang Woo Hieng, P5, 
Submitted by Susan Liang 
Chua Chu Kang Learning Centre 
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Singapore Zoo 
 

By Darius Lin (Sec 4) 

. 
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Sentosa 
 

By Kimberly Jeremiah (Sec 3) 
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Singapore Flyer 
 
 

By Joshwa Sim (Sec 3) 
 

Footnote:  To retain authenticity, minimal editing was done to these three articles.  Source: Brochures  
“Places of Interest” - Singapore Zoo, Sentosa and Singapore Flyer  
Submitted by  Shenmee, Senior Educational Therapist, Bedok Learning Centre 
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Passion 
 

By Joshua Tang  

Passion by Joshua Tang (17 Years old) submitted  by Andy Wang, Senior Educational Therapist Sengkang Learning Centre 
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Dyslexia 
 

By Ivan Chin 

Dyslexia, by Ivan Chin (16 Years old) submitted  by Andy Wang, Senior Educational Therapist Sengkang Learning Centre 
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Dyslexia 
 

By Joshua Tang  

Dyslexia, by Joshua Tang (17 Years old) submitted by Andy Wang, Senior Educational Therapist Sengkang Learning Centre 
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Mohd Indra Kesuma bin Mohd  Samir submitted  by 
Karen Wong Tsing Tsing, Senior Educational Therapist  
Bedok Learning Centre 

Dyslexia  
 

By Benjamin Thong 

Dyslexia, by Benjamin Thong (16 years old0 submitted  by 
Andy Wang, Senior Educational Therapist Sengkang 
Learning Centre 
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http://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/174135/dyslexia/ 
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Above : “Cherry Blossom” By Daryl Chang Woo Hieng, P5, Submitted by Susan Liang, Chua Chu Kang Learning Centre  
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Above : “Peacock and Dragon” By Daryl Chang Woo Hieng, P5, Submitted by Susan Liang, Chua Chu Kang Learning Centre 
Below “The Battle of Good and Evil” by  Lee Jiefu Rafael P6, Submitted by Sng Sze Ying, Educational Therapist, Tampines 
Learning Centre 
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